THE ADVENTURES IN MODERN MUSIC 

WIRE 


ISSUE 183 ■ MAY 99 • £2-80/US$6-50 

Alec 


Empire’s 

jukebox 

> 

1 1 i Peter 
, f 1 Thomas 

j space cadet 

]f 

[ Basement 

The Dice Men 

Richard 

Pinhas 

Cage, Zorn, Kagel and 
the music of chance 

MARK £ SMITH 

THE FALL WILL RISE AGAIN 

ELECTRONICA • AVANT ROCK • BREAKBEAT • JAZZ • MODERN CLASSICAL • 

A Certain Frank 

Stuart Dempster 

Can in Cologne 









































inside 


your monthly exploration of new music 


22 Peter Thomas 


Invisible Jukebox: Alec Empire 


32 Mark E Smith 

One year ago it look 


ice, Caetano Veloso, Merzbow, 


up. But the Post-Nearly 


40 A Certain Frank 


42 Undercurrents #5: Music of Chance 

our series tracking the hidden wiring of 20th century mu: 


reviews 


48 Soundcheck May's selected albums and 12"s, including new releases from Atari Teenage Riot, Captain 
Beefheart, Chicago Underground Trio, Simon Fisher Turner, Peter Hammill, Jonathan Harvey, Ryoji Ikeda, Kreidler, 
Labradford, Gyorgy Ligeti, Purple Trap, Steve Reich, Sam Rivers & Alex Von Schlippenbach, Paul Schiitze, Shakti, 
Matthew Shipp, Damo Suzuki, Swans, To Rococo Rot Tortoise & The Ex and more 72 Print Run New music 
books: David Toop’s Exotica, Serge Gainsbourg’s flatulence; Alan Vega’s art; Penny Rimbaud's life; Chicano rock's 
history 76 Multimedia Akira Rabelais's software solutions 78 On Location Going live: The members 
of Can go solo in Cologne; Daniel Miller’s Mini-Meltdown; Nick Cave's baleful balladry; Bad jazz north of the border 


5 Editor ’ s Idea 6 Letters 10 Soundings The pick of the month's festivals and special events 
12 Bitstream News from music's outer limits 20 Global Ear Stuart Dempster drones on in British 
Columbia 46 Charts 70 Label Directory 84 Out There May’s selected live shows, club 
spaces and radio 88 Back Issues 89 Subscribe and get a FREE CD or FREE magazines! 

90 The 1999 Wire T-shirt It's here! Buy now while stocks last 

























rhijs Chatham 


I released april 99 by the wire editions label 99 minutes of breakbeat-driven electric Jazz fission featuring gary smith, pat thnmas. gary Jeff. Icu clccotelll 



WIRE 

Issue 183 May 1999 

editors 

idea 

iir 

m 

“*“L™ ~5=“Z 

Efc 

If^ltlL 


Bfc- 












































































































letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fax: 0171287 4767, or e-mail me_wire@ukonIme.co.uk Please indude a full 
name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 







London Musicians* Collective's 

Eighth Annual Festival 
of Experimental Music 

‘An obstinate clot of innovation among the rest of British music festivals’ - TheWire 
‘International in its sweep, uncompromising in its substance’ -TimeOut 
‘An often perverse delight’ -The Guardian 



Friday 28 May 

Queen Elizabeth Hall 7.00pm 

Pierre Henry France 
Philip Corner with 
The South Bank 
Gamelan Players USA/UK 
Lol Coxhill UK 


Saturday 29 May 

Purcell Room 7.00pm 

jah Wobble’s Deep Space UK 
Lindsay Cooper Song Project UK 
John Wynne & William Ingosi Mwoshi 

UK/Kenya 


Sunday 30 May 

St Johns Church, Waterloo Road 7.00pm 

(tickets only available on the door) 

Mass Producers UK 
Filament featuring 
Otomo Yoshihide 
& Sachiko M. Japan 
John Tilbury UK 


Monday 31 May 

Purcell Room 7.00pm 

Tobias Delius Quartet featuring 
Han Bennink, Tristan Honsinger 
& Joe Williamson Holland/USA/Canada 

Disinformation UK 

Mondo Chadbourne 2000 USA/UK 


e details visit http://www.l-m-c.org.uk 


Royal Festival Hall 

Queen Elizabeth Hall 
Purcell Room 


Box office 0171 960 4242 

Open 9.30am-9pm daily 
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SABOTAGE RECORDINGS 

(Record label) 

1995-99 


With affection and gratitude we pay tribute 
memory of the Viennese label Sabotage Recordings which 
fifth year shall pass into the next life on 7 May 1999. 
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A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month . 
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A new generation of lounge lizards is rediscovering the future through 
his Jerry Cotton crime soundtracks reflect Europe's post-war fascination 


reversing 





In the 1950s, when Thomas began composing and arranging soundtracks, the domestic 
German film industry had not yet recovered from the Nazi-induced exodus to Hollywood 
of its finest directors and technicians. Relying heavily upon box-office conscious 
te its flagging fortunes, the industry aimed for the broadest popular 



ter Thomas’s music for the 60s sci-fi series Space Patrol. Meanwhile, 
Hollings. Photography: Eredrick B Clement 
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: of the Jerry Cotton stories, Peter Thomas created 


The Electric Eclectics Of Dick Hyman and The Age Of Electronicus. His epic, switched-on 
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the outsider 

12 months ago, the world of Mark E Smith imploded. In New York he was arrested and 
charged with assault. Alienated by his erratic behaviour, the members of The Fall walked out 
on him for the final time. Now he’s back, fronting a new group, and ready to carry his artistic 
vision forward into the next century Interview: Tony Herrington. Photography: Dean Belcher 
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Fenstermacher, from the group that rose out of the ashes of 
and exotica belies their dystopian message. Words: Biba Kopf 


cloning developed. Katharina Fritsch was asked by the 
news magazine Der Spiegel who the original one is, and 
she answered, 'A Certain Frank'. So we thought it might 











Undercurrents #5: Continuing our series uncovering the hidden wiring of 20th century 
music, Andy Hamilton examines the role of chance operations and game theories in setting up 
new sound strategies which have sabotaged the traditional composer/performer hierarchy 
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New music books: read, raved about, roughed up 
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artistic directors: 

1998/1999 Stephen Montague 
1999/2000 Joanna MacGregor 


• has been supporting talented British composers since 1943 

• provides ground-breaking musical activity for 16-19 year olds and their teachers 

• publishes new notes and Beat Magazine for 16-19 year olds 


short cuts cd sampler: 

performances from spni*. including: 

• Minna Keal • Elizabeth Maconchy 


inm over the past 55 years. It features 29 composers wh< 


• Brian Ferneyhough 







May’s selected live events, club spaces and broadcasts 
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Free CDs! Free magazines! 

Our May offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire and get 

a signed Savage Pencil CD or three extra issues — FREE! 





Tel +44 (0)171 734 3555 ■ Fax +44 (0)171 287 4767 WIRE 

Subscribe via the Web: www.dhise.com/the-wire 


































































